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Agenda 
 

 

1 Apologies for Absence 

2 Minutes of the meeting held on 24 March 2010 and Matters Arising 

3 Talk from the Deputy Director of Education and Children's Services, Anna Crispin 

4 Hillingdon Agreed Syllabus:  

 • Final details 
• The launch  

5 HSACRE Annual Report 2009 

6 National Association of SACRE Annual Meeting 

7 Schools and Faith Visitors 

8 Ramadan - Revised Advice to Schools 

9 Information Item: REsilience News Letter 

10 Any Other Business 



Adistinctiveangleon
communitycohesion
Ina recent report (GoodProfessionalDevelopment inSchools,March

2010)Ofstednoted that‘school-basedprofessionaldevelopment,
with judicioususeof external support, proved tobe themost

e>ectivemeansof improving sta> skills’.Thisobservationunderscores
theapproachadoptedbyREsilience/AtGyfnerthu.

Every school is unique– in its location, its social circumstances, its
student andsta>bodies. Every schoolhas its owndistinctivepriorities.
REsilience/AtGyfnerthu isaprocess, not a curriculumoramethod: still
less adogma. It aims too>er something stimulating, individualisedand
helpful toevery school thatparticipates throughallocatingeachone its
own trainedmentor. In thiswaywebelievewecanmakeapositive
contribution to thewaya school addresses someof the issues
surroundingcommunity cohesion through itsprovision for religious
education.

Thecoreo>er is:

� a tool that enables a school to evaluate the existing levels of
con?dence in addressing contentious issues that arise in RE lessons;

� a range of easily accessiblematerials for teachers covering
areaswhere their con?dencemay be low;

� help to identify the ?rst priority areaswhere a school can assist
teachers of RE to build up their con?dence as necessary;

� support for the development of a practical action plan to
address the identi?ed priorities.

Geo)reyPenzer
Projectmanager for theREsilience/AtGyfnerthuprogramme

www.RE-silience.org.ukNEWSLETTER
Building con?dence to handle contentious issues in RE May2010

AchievementsduringApril
� Mentor recruitment is on track. Therewas a good

response to the national advertising for applicants

� The suite ofmaterials developed by the project is being quality
checked by a range of experts for accuracy and balance

� Piloting the programme inWales has started

Outlook
forMay
� Shortlisting,

interviewing and
recruitment ofmentorswill
be completed

� Active promotion of the
programme to schools and
the opportunity to register
to take part will start

� Quality review and then
?nalisation of thematerials
will continue: sowill
piloting the programme in
Wales

Bepartof
theaction
� Schools wishing to

be kept abreast of
the programme as it
develops should register
their interest through the
sign-up page of the
REsilience/AtGyfnerthu
website. In addition to
general updates, this will
ensure that they receive full
details about how to enrol
on the programme.

MAY

APRIL
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* How con dent are you that you demonstrate respect for di�erent cultures, religions and beliefs in your teaching?

Ourmentor…‘wasexcellentathelpingustohighlight theneedsweknewwehadasa
departmentbuthadnotvoiced’

‘Theactionplanneedstobeveryclosely linkedtotheteachingandlearning inthedepartment
– itwaseasytogetexcitedandplansomethingthatwasn’tdirectly linkedtothecurriculum’

‘Such issuesasaredealtwithbyREsilienceareall tooeasilypushedaside…involvement in the
projectheightensawareness forall involvedandgivesus ‘permission’ tospendtimeonit’

REsilience/AtGyfnerthuhasalreadybeenpiloted ina
groupofEnglishschoolsand iscurrentlybeingpiloted
inWales.The?rst,unsurprising,conclusionfromthe
experience inEngland is that the interestsand
prioritiesof theschools involvedwerealldi>erent.

Whenaskedtorate theircon?dence inarangeof
about35aspectsofReligiousEducation,onlyone
question* receivedtheperfect score (‘verycon?dent’)
fromevery respondent.At theotherendof thescale,
two issueswhereseveral schoolsexpresseda lackof
con?dencewere?ndinggoodexternal speakersona
rangeof relevant issuesandestablishinge>ective
collaborationwithparentswhendealingwith
contentious topics thatcanarise inRE.

Wedonot,ofcourse,claimthat this isastatistically
signi?cant result fromwhichtodrawgeneral
conclusions–thesamplesize is far toosmall for such
con?dence.Butwhat iscertainlyencouraging is that
theselfevaluationquestionnairewehavedeveloped
wasgenerally foundtobequickandsimpleto
completeand illuminatingtoo.Schoolshavefound
that it throwsupquestionsand ideas thatarewell
worthconsidering.Completing itwithcolleagues–
whether trainedREteachersorotherswhoare
involved inREprovision–hasprovidedapretext for
re@ectionabout important issues thathadpreviously
tendedtobeoverlooked.

Theprojecthasgeneratedasetofmaterials linkedto
eachof theselfevaluationquestions.Wehavecalled
themGateways.Theyarenot the lastorde?nitive
wordonanything.Rather theyarequicklyassimilated
piecesaimedat teacherswholack full con?dence ina
particulararea.Theymustprovideasecurestarting
pointandsoarebeingsubmittedtocheckingby
experts–membersof theREsilience/AtGyfnerthu
AdvisoryGroupandothers.Thisprocess isunderway.

Forsomeonewhowants togofurther,eachGateway
containsa rangeofSignposts toadditional resources.
Someenableateacher togodeeper intothetopic.
Otherssuggestwherematerialsdirectly relevant to
teachingcanbefound,orways toexpandunderstanding
andmake links todi>erentareasof thecurriculum.The
pilot schoolshavegivenuspositive feedbackonthedraft
Gateways,andawiderangeofsta>saythat theyhave
foundthemreallyuseful.

Aspartof theREsilience/AtGyfnerthuprogramme,all
participatingschoolsareo>eredavisit fromtheirmentor.
Thetimingof thisvisit isarrangedas faraspossible tobe
themostconvenient for theschool (usually in theperson
of theREsubject leader). Itspurposesare todiscuss the
completedselfevaluationquestionnaireandtohelpthe
schooldecide its twoor threetoppriorities foraction.
Therecanthenbeapreliminarydiscussionaboutaction
planning,withthementorprovidingadviceonthe
mechanicsof theprocess, if this ishelpful.

Subsequently,mentorskeep intouchwiththeir schools
inorder toanswerqueriesandsuggestways thatdraft
actionplansmightbestrengthened.Theplanbelongs,
naturally, to theschoolnotREsilience/AtGyfnerthuor the
mentor,andso it is theschool thatmakes?naldecisions
aboutwhat it contains. Inorder toensurethat it is
consistentwithandsupportiveof theschool’swider
developmentplans,and isnotseensimplyassomething
for theREteachers in isolation,weask for it tobe‘signed
o>’bytheheadteacherorsomeothermemberof the
leadershipteam. Insomeof thepilot schools this
involvementhasbeenparticularly fruitful, as
headteachershaverecognisedthepossibleapplication
ofourapproach inotherpartsof their schools.

So,overall thebasicprocessseemstowork.Nowwemust
make itevenbetter.

Flexiblefriendship

Organisedby theReligiousEducationCouncil
of EnglandandWales,Copyright©2010
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